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First Woodstock Church Family,
God has done so much through our church this year! 
When we faithfully put what He has given us back into His 
hands, He uses it in remarkable ways.

In this year’s Celebration of Generosity, you’ll meet  
people being discipled, cared for, equipped, and sent. 
Behind every story is the faithfulness of God and the  
generosity of His people.

Your tithe strengthens the foundation of our church’s  
everyday ministry, helping us gather for worship,  
disciple believers, care for families, reach our community, 
and provide the resources that make ministry possible.

This year, we’re also introducing Second Mile, a new way 
for us to advance our mission together. Through Second 
Mile, we’ll invest in our Community, strengthen churches 
across our Nation, support mission partners around the 
World, and equip Future Leaders.

Two ways to give. One mission: helping people find and 
follow Jesus from Woodstock and Roswell Street to the 
world.

As you read these stories, we hope you see a glimpse  
of the many ways lives are being changed through the 
ministry of our church. Each one is a reminder of the  
impact of your faithful generosity.

Thank you for giving, serving, praying, and joining us in 
the mission God has entrusted to First Woodstock. We 
are grateful for your faithfulness and excited for what lies 
ahead.

Dr. Jeremy Morton | Lead Pastor

Matt Lawson | Executive Pastor
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When Robert Locke sat down to 
interview DD Garzon, he was pre-
paring to introduce her as the new 
president of a national real estate 
management organization. But 
their conversation turned to some-
thing far more important.

As they talked, Robert boldly 
shared the gospel, sketching a 
picture of the gulf between God 
and man and the cross as the only 
bridge between them. DD had 
seen the picture before, but some-
thing was different this time when 
she heard Robert explain who 
Jesus was. Then he invited DD to 
Sounds of the Season.

Surrounded by the celebration of 
Christmas, presented so excep-
tionally by our worship and pro-
duction teams, DD was moved to 
tears and sensed a desire to be 
part of First Woodstock.

A few weeks later,  
DD placed her faith in 
Jesus Christ.

Today, she has a growing hunger 
for God’s Word, and her new faith 
is reshaping every part of her life, 
from her marriage to the way she 
makes business decisions.

SOUNDS OF THE SEASON
The Courage to Share
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For years, Amy and Steve searched for a church that could truly 
care for their entire family. Then their son Walt attended Night 
to Shine in 2023. They had heard about First Woodstock’s 
Thrive special needs ministry, but the distance from home had 
always seemed too far. After Night to Shine, that didn’t matter 
anymore.

“For us, one of the greatest gifts has simply been having a place 
where we belong,” Amy said. “At Thrive, we have never been 
made to feel like Walt is a burden or that he doesn’t belong.”

Through your tithe, you help provide the people and resources 
that make it possible for Thrive to care for Walt while Amy and 
Steve worship together each week.

“We can sit in the service, listen to the message, and truly soak 
it in because we know Walt is safe, happy, and loved. That 
time fills our cup in ways I don’t think people always realize.”

Amy is especially grateful for Thrive Director Valeria Lobo, 
whom the family affectionately calls the “Walt whisperer.”

“She just seems to understand him. She has a way of putting my 
mind at ease and reminding me that Walt is loved, understood, 
and in good hands. Thrive has given Walt a place to belong, 
and in doing so, our entire family now has one too!”
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When Meagan Franklin first learned about 
Littles, her son Noah had not even been born. 
She reached out to Littles Director Tish Wright, 
visited the ministry, and immediately saw 
something special.

Noah began attending at just eight weeks 
old, as Meagan was navigating a painful 
divorce and raising a newborn on her own. 
More than two years later, the demands of 
being a single mom with sole custody are still 
very real. Through it all, Meagan has felt the 
support of First Woodstock as people have 
walked alongside her, and Littles has become 
a place where Noah is welcomed by name 
and surrounded by genuine care.

“Being able to entrust Noah  
to such Christlike care and  
devotion during such a  
painful season makes all the 
difference,” Meagan said.

Today, Noah runs into Littles excited to see 
“Aunt Tish” and his buddies.

Your tithe helps make it  
possible for Meagan to  
worship, serve, and grow while 
Noah learns about Jesus in a 
safe, loving place each week.

“Knowing that my child is seen and loved 
by so many is a priceless blessing. Littles 
does not just provide childcare. They extend 
the grace, love, and compassion of Christ.”

LITTLES
Known By Name
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Each Wednesday night, more than 100 people come 
to First Woodstock to learn English in six levels of ESL 
classes. Our citizenship classes have also helped 
nearly 500 people become U.S. citizens over the 
past decade.

Carolyn Weathersbee has served in ESL at First 
Woodstock for almost 30 years. As an English 
teacher with a heart for internationals, she saw an 
opportunity to meet practical needs and share the 
hope of Jesus.

One of Carolyn’s students came from Japan at age 
76, with little English and no experience reading  
the Bible. He faithfully attended Wednesday and 
Sunday classes for years. His English improved, his 
love for Scripture grew, and he eventually placed his 
faith in Jesus. He later returned to Japan and shared 
the gospel there.

Your tithe helps equip volunteers and provide  
classes that meet practical needs, build relationships, 
and create opportunities to share Jesus with people 
from around the world.

“The nations have come to us,” Carolyn said. “What 
a great opportunity. There is no greater joy than to 
be the hands and feet of Jesus and serve Him.”
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Every week, more than 500 elementary kids gather at First 
Woodstock on Sundays, with another 280 on Wednesday 
nights. Hundreds more participate in Kids Camp and VBS 
each year.

For nearly five years, Carson and Landon Scott were two of 
those kids, until life as an Air Force family recently called them 
to a new city.

During that time, people at First Woodstock prayed for them, 
taught them God’s Word, and modeled what it means to  
follow Jesus. This summer, those seeds bore fruit. At Kids 
Camp, Carson placed his faith in Jesus, and Landon also  
trusted Christ this summer.

Their mom, Shelby, reflected, “Our friendships, and  
subsequently the boys’ friendships, were profound in  
preparing their hearts to accept Christ.”

Your tithe makes this kind of year-round 
discipleship possible.

WOODSTOCK KIDS
Seeds Planted, Lives Changed

Your tithe helps provide year-
round ministry for more than 
450 middle and high school 
students who gather at First 
Woodstock to worship, build 
relationships, and grow in 
their faith. During his years in 
Woodstock Students, Blake 
Malemezian embraced  
opportunities to serve on the 
worship team, preach to his 
peers, and participate in five 
international mission trips.

Blake shared that “God  
absolutely used those  
experiences to grow my faith 
and my love for serving Him.”

He graduated this spring and 
is now studying nursing at 
the University of Tennessee.  
Blake says his years at First 
Woodstock changed how he 
understands what it means to 
follow Jesus.

“Being a student at  
Woodstock changed 
my perspective from 
‘What can I get out 
of church?’ to ‘How 
can I serve the 
church and the body 
of believers best?’”
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For Courtney and Laura Evans, leading a 
Sunday Group is about creating an en-
vironment where people can know one 
another, spend time in God’s Word, pray 
honestly, and enjoy life together.

Their group has become much more than 
a Sunday morning class. When someone 
needs help, people respond with meals, 
prayer, encouragement, and practical 
support. They celebrate together, walk 
through difficult seasons together, and 
look for opportunities to serve others be-
yond the walls of the church.

Courtney said, “We get to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus to one another and then 
carry that same love into the community 
around us.”

Through your tithe, First Woodstock 
provides the training, resources, 
and support that equip leaders like 
Courtney and Laura to offer groups 
for adults in every season of life.

For those who attend worship but 
haven’t yet found a group, Courtney 
offered this encouragement: “You 
can sit in a large room with hundreds 
or thousands of people and worship 
together, which is wonderful, but it’s 
hard to truly know people and be 
known there. A small group gives you 
a place where people pray for you, 
celebrate with you, and walk through 
hard things with you.”

ADULT 
GROUPS
A Place to Be Known For more than 12 years, Jim Law has led 

the Digging Deeper Sunday Group. 
With the help of his co-teacher, Len 
Nelms, the group reviews the Sunday 
sermon and considers how to put what 
they’ve learned into practice.

That practical approach extends  
beyond Sunday mornings. Care Groups 
help members stay connected and re-
spond to needs, from meals and utility 
bills to car repairs and yard work. The 
group also reaches beyond its own 
members to meet needs in the commu-
nity.

Their reach extends around the world, 
with each Care Group regularly  
encouraging several missionaries.

“I believe Scripture is clear that God 
loves the world,” Jim shared. “If we are 
going to be complete in our service to 
Him, we must be involved in the world.”

What a great reminder that generosity 
takes many forms, from caring for those 
around us to investing in people and 
ministries around the world.

BEYOND 
SUNDAY 
MORNING
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This year marks a new season  
for First Woodstock’s young adult  
ministry. Formerly known as “The 
Well,” the ministry became “705”  
under the leadership of Tim Howard, 
who returned to First Woodstock after 
beginning his ministry journey here.

More than 200 young adults  
now gather on Tuesday nights, and 
30 serve on the 705 leadership  
team through small groups, weekly 
gatherings, and other opportunities.

“They are the heartbeat of this minis-
try,” Tim said. “They will do whatever it 
takes to make Jesus known.”

This summer, 12 young adults took 
a mission trip, serving alongside a 
First Woodstock church-planting 
partner in Montana. Through prayer 
walking, community projects, and 
sharing the gospel at a local fair, 
the trip helped lay the groundwork 
for what Tim calls “setting a serving 
culture.”

From gathering each week to 
serving on mission, 705 is helping 
young adults grow as disciples  
prepared to serve, lead, and invest 
in others. It’s another example of 
how your tithe strengthens the foun-
dation for ministry today and pre-
pares people to carry the mission 
forward.

STRENGTHENING  
THE FOUNDATION

Thank you for giving your tithe, which helps make the 
everyday ministry of First Woodstock possible.

 

Give Your Tithe:

Give online: fbcw.org/give
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PRIORITIES

Dream Again Village – Serenade Heights

Providing transitional housing for single moms and their children 

Community Care Center

Connecting people in need with resources in our community 

WeFoster

Supporting foster children and the families who care for them

Church on the Street

Caring for people experiencing homelessness 

Benevolence & Food Pantry

Meeting practical needs of people in vulnerable situations 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes  
& School Partnerships

Sharing Christ with students in our local schools 

Local Ministry Partnerships

Support for the life of the unborn and those who choose life
 

COMMUNITY
We will invest in ministries and partnerships that meet 
needs, build relationships, and create opportunities  

to share the hope of Jesus in our community.
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For years, Serenade Heights founder Nancy 
Tucker dreamed of having a place where sin-
gle moms and their children could find stable 
housing, supportive community, and the space 
to build a different future.

Several years ago, Nancy and her team cre-
ated a wish list for what that property might in-
clude. Earlier this year, she walked the property 
First Woodstock had purchased to build the 
Dream Again Village and realized that nearly 
everything they had envisioned was already 
there.

“Every one of those wishes was in some way 
answered, and we were blown away. God is 
such a personal, generous, amazing provider!”

Through Second Mile, First Woodstock will 
prepare the recently purchased property in 
Hickory Flat to build townhome-style housing 
for moms participating in Serenade Heights’ 
two-year program. Living in one location will 
help these moms build relationships and make 
it easier for them to connect with mentors and 
Serenade Heights staff who walk alongside 
them.

Emily came to Serenade Heights after aging out of foster care. 
She was raising her young daughter, Emery, and working to 
build a more stable future for both of them.

Since then, Emily has completed a medical certificate  
program, found work in a medical office, grown in her faith, 
and been baptized. Along the way, she has been surrounded 
by a case manager, a life coach, and mentors, including First 
Woodstock members Claudia and Sheri.

Recently, when Emily’s car broke down on the interstate on 
her way to work, Claudia and Sheri stepped in. They helped 
get Emery to daycare, provided transportation, and walked 
alongside Emily as she found another vehicle.

Second Mile is about more than what we give. It’s an  
invitation to invest our time, gifts, and lives in the people and 
ministries God has placed before us. For Claudia and Sheri, 
that has meant simply being there when Emily needed them.

“A single mom’s car repair can totally wreck her life and  
future,” Nancy said. “Their kindness and generosity truly 
helped make a hard situation much easier and less traumatic.”
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Every week, First Woodstock 
helps people facing difficult 
circumstances, both within our 
church family and throughout 
our community.

Over the past year, nearly 
2,000 boxes of food have been 
distributed through our Food 
Pantry, along with more than 
$13,000 in clothing assistance. 
Our Care Ministry also provides 
financial assistance to individ-
uals and families facing unex-
pected needs and challenging 
seasons.

That care extends beyond 
our campus. Through Church 
on the Street, volunteers serve  
and build relationships 
with people experiencing  
homelessness. And through 
our partnership with Bethes-
da Community Clinic, more 
than 100 people each month  
receive free medical care from  
healthcare professionals who 
volunteer their time.

When people in our community 
need help, we want them to know 
they can turn to First Woodstock. 
Through Second Mile, we can 
expand that care by meeting 
practical needs, strengthening 
local partnerships, and serving 
people in the name of Jesus.
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Six years ago, Mark Weems 
had a chance to share a 
short devotion with the foot-
ball team at Dean Rusk Mid-
dle School. The next day, the 
coach called.

“When I saw his number, 
I thought I must have said 
something offensive,” Mark 
said.

Instead, the coach told him 
three players wanted Mark 
to lead a Bible study for them 
and their friends. Almost in 
disbelief, Mark asked, “Are 
you telling me you’ve got 
three players who want to get 
coached up on the gospel?”

Fourteen students met with 
Mark that first Friday at the 
Chick-fil-A in Hickory Flat. The 
next week, 30 showed up.

Six years later, Mark still leads 
the Bible study in the same 
place. Now, more than 150 
students gather each Friday to 
open their FCA Athlete Bibles, 
answer study questions, and 
pray together. Over those six 
years, 30 students have ac-
cepted Christ as their Savior.

Through Second Mile and our 
partnership with FCA, you are 
helping put God’s Word into 
the hands of students right 
here in our community.

THREE 
PLAYERS 
WANTED MORE
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Sean and Brandy Perone opened their home to 
foster children out of a desire to be obedient to 
what they believed God was asking them to do.

“We have always strongly 
believed that every child 
deserves to feel safe, 
loved, valued, cared for, 
and, most importantly, to 
know God,” Brandy shared.

Foster families experience the ups and 
downs of visits with biological families, 
legal decisions beyond their control, 
and the challenge of loving a child 
deeply while not knowing how long that 
child will remain in their home.

Through meals, clothing, toys, prayer, 
and encouragement, WeFoster has 
helped the Perones realize they are not 
walking through those challenges alone.

“Fostering can sometimes be isolating, 
especially during the hardest moments, 
but knowing we have a strong support 
system and that people are lifting us 
up in prayer reminds us that we are not 
walking alone.”

Through Second Mile, you help We-
Foster provide practical support and 
encouragement to foster families like the 
Perones as they open their homes and 
hearts to children in need.

WEFOSTER
Love in a Time of Need
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Throughout the year, First Woodstock 
pastors, staff, and church members 
build relationships in local schools 
through clubs, athletic teams, and 
school events. They serve as chap-
lains and coaches, speak to students, 
and encourage teachers. Director of 
Community Outreach Shea Ferguson,  
recently named River Ridge High 
School’s Volunteer of the Year, helps 
lead those efforts.

“Having a consistent pres-
ence in our local schools 
is important because rela-
tionships build trust for 
Gospel conversations and 
discipleship,” Shea said.

Over the past year, more than 20 
students have placed their faith in 
Christ through pastors and volunteers 
speaking on school campuses. Others 
have connected with First Woodstock 
through their athletic teams and begun 
attending Wednesday night student 
ministry.

“Our local schools are a mission 
field God has opened to us,” Shea 
said. “Our desire is to faithfully show 
up, serve our schools, and build  
relationships that create opportunities 
for people to find and follow Jesus.”

SHOWING UP
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NATION
We will strengthen church plants through ongoing  

partnerships and projects while creating opportunities  
to serve and share the Gospel across the country.

PRIORITIES

Ongoing Church Plants

• Brooklyn, NY 

• Manhattan, NY 

• Boston, MA 

• Yuba City, CA 

• Livingston, MT

 

New Church Plant

•Denver, CO 

Partnering with the North  
American Mission Board (NAMB) 
to plant churches nationwide
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Trenton Dorner grew up at First 
Woodstock, where he placed his 
faith in Jesus and sensed God’s 
call to ministry. In 2017, he and his 
wife, Griffin, moved to Las Vegas to 
serve at Hope Church, which First 
Woodstock helped plant. Trenton 
believed God might one day call 
him to plant a church.

After nearly a decade at Hope, 
Trenton and his family moved to 
New York City to plant Renew-
al Church on Manhattan’s Upper 
West Side. A longtime love for the 
city has grown into a deep burden 
to reach people with the gospel.

Trenton said, “NYC has a rich history 
of revival and spiritual awakening, 
and we believe God wants to do it 
again.”

A core team is already taking shape, 
relationships are forming, and 
strangers are becoming friends.

“We believe God is on a 
renewal mission, and He 
has invited us to join in. 
That’s why we are plant-
ing Renewal Church!”

 Sent to 

Plant
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For six years, First Woodstock has partnered with CityWalk Church in 
Yuba City, California, a diverse region with significant secular, Mormon, 
and Indian Sikh communities.

Each summer, a First Woodstock team serves alongside CityWalk at 
its largest community outreach, a Sports Camp for children ages 6–12. 
This year, 399 children participated across three communities, and 184 
placed their faith in Jesus.

The camps have also helped CityWalk expand its reach. The church has 
grown from its original Yuba City location to a second in Edgewater, with 
another planned for Willows in 2027. What began in one community is 
now reaching three, as CityWalk shares the gospel, builds relationships, 
and multiplies in new communities.

GROWING 
THROUGH 
PARTNERSHIP
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PRIORITIES

•	 Monthly Financial Support for Our Sent Ones

•	 Funding Sent One Priorities

•	 Mission Partner Care & Deployment

•	 Strategic Global Mission Travel

•	 Partnering with the International Mission Board (IMB)  
to place missionaries around the world

WORLD
We will support and care for our global mission 

partners, help fund their priorities, and create 
opportunities to �serve alongside them.

SECONDMILE SECONDMILE41 42



Game and Katie Pongpa 
serve among the ethnic  
Northern Thai people 
in Sanpatong, Thailand, 
where only 0.03% are 
evangelical Christians. In 
2019, they began their first 
church with a small group 
meeting in a parking 
lot. This year, it became  
the first legally registered 
Thai Baptist church in  
the district.

After severe flooding struck a nearby village, Game, Katie, and  
local believers provided practical help, opening doors for the  
gospel. Since then, six people have professed faith in Jesus, and  
local believers now return weekly to disciple them and reach others.

Katie said, “We are praying this village will become our second 
indigenous Northern Thai church plant, a church born out of the 
first church, led increasingly by ethnic Northern Thai believers, and 
reaching its own community.”

First Woodstock is grateful to partner with Game and Katie in this 
work, including sending a team from Mission Church Roswell Street 
this fall to serve alongside them at their annual discipleship camp.
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“Mark” and “Ashley” serve in one of the world’s most 
challenging regions, advancing church planting and 
disciple-making across the Middle East, North Africa, 
and Western Europe. They share the gospel where they 
live while training indigenous believers and missionaries 
to make disciples, plant churches, and develop leaders.

One story from that work involves a man we’ll call “Reza.” 
Raised in a devout Muslim family, Reza was trained 
from childhood to become an imam. As a young man, 
however, his zeal turned to anger and violence, and he 
eventually joined a militant group.

Then, in a vivid dream, Reza became convinced that a 
dark spiritual force was driving the hatred and violence 
he saw around him. In that same dream, he encountered 
Jesus.

Shaken by the experience, Reza began reading the Bible and 
eventually placed his faith in Christ. God later connected him with 
one of Mark and Ashley’s teammates, who began discipling and 
equipping him to lead others.

Today, the same intensity Reza once directed toward violence is 
devoted to advancing the gospel. He has planted churches that 
have gone on to plant other churches, multiplying the hope of Jesus 
in a place where following Him can come at tremendous cost.

For Mark and Ashley, First Woodstock is part of that work.

“We know people at the church are praying for us, and that makes 
a huge difference. Prayer is our most powerful weapon, and it’s 
part of the work itself. We’re also so grateful for the way First Baptist 
supports this work financially, across several countries. It’s helping 
us go the distance.”

Hope in Hard Places
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PRIORITIES

•	 Residency & Internship Program

•	 Student Mission Cohort

•	 Student Leadership University Scholarships

•	 Summer Camp Scholarships

We will pour into future leaders through discipleship, training, 
and hands-on experience as they prepare to follow God’s call.

FUTURE 
LEADERS
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When Micah Smith began an in-
ternship at First Woodstock during 
his senior year of college, he was 
planning to pursue a career in 
physical therapy. What began 
as six months of serving with the 
young adult ministry became a 
two-year residency and a calling 
to ministry.

“First Woodstock not 
only took a chance on 
me but also gave me an 
opportunity to pursue 
ministry and discover 
who God was preparing 
me to be.”

Developing future leaders like  
Micah is one of the priorities of 
Second Mile. The investment First 
Woodstock made in him eventually 
led to college ministry with The Salt 
Company in Nebraska. Now, he is 
preparing to return to Georgia to 
lead a college ministry connected to 
a church plant in Athens.

“As I build out my staff team for  
Athens, I plan to multiply the impact 
that First Woodstock had on me. I 
can’t wait to see how God uses First 
Woodstock to change generations 
to come.”

An 
Investment  
That Multiplies
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For some, the call to ministry begins with a  
question: “Is God really calling me to full-time 
ministry?” For others, the direction is clear, but 
they need experience to prepare for what 
comes next.

First Woodstock’s internship and residency  
program creates a place for both. Interns spend 
a year exploring where God may be calling 
them to serve, while residents develop the skills 
needed to pursue their specific ministry calling.

Throughout the year, they learn alongside  
experienced ministry leaders, receive mentoring 
and discipleship, and immediately put what they 
are learning into practice.

“Practical training is more valuable than  
classroom instruction, but both are essential to 
developing well-rounded leaders,” Associate 
Pastor Wes Cantrell said. “We must invest in the 
next generation and give them opportunities to 
learn alongside experienced ministry leaders.”

When you give to Second Mile, you are  
investing in future leaders as they discern God’s 
call, develop their gifts, and prepare to serve the 
church for years to come.
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John Welborn first heard about 
First Woodstock’s Internship  
Program as a teenager. He  
spent a year at our church in 
2005, then returned to serve on 
staff and teach young adults. 
Those years reshaped his view 
of the local church and prepared 
him for a broader calling.

“First Woodstock was my first  
experience being part of a  
church that was fully committed 
to the mission of God both locally 
and globally.”

Today, John pastors Salem Church NYC and serves with the North Ameri-
can Mission Board as Director of Send New York, supporting church plant-
ers across the city. During his 11 years in New York, he has helped plant four 
churches, with a fifth preparing to launch in 2027.

Looking back, John sees a direct connection between First Woodstock’s  
investment in him and the leaders he is investing in today.

“I am a product of that generosity. Today, I have the privilege of investing in 
pastors, church planters, and churches who will invest in others long after us.”

John’s story reminds us that we may never fully see how 
God will use what we faithfully place in His hands to-
day. Through Second Mile, we can multiply our impact, 
reaching far beyond Woodstock and Roswell Street 
and carrying the gospel forward across generations.A HARVEST FOR 

GENERATIONS

56SECONDMILE55



ADVANCING OUR  
MISSION 

Thank you for giving to Second Mile to help advance 
the mission of First Woodstock through our Community, 

Nation, World, and Future Leaders initiatives. 

Give to Second Mile:

Give online: fbcw.org/give
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